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12 GOVERNOR'S MHESSAGE

cured the necessary iron for the completion of ten miles of
that important communication with our tier of productive
southern counties, and no doubts are entertained of the ul-
timate success of the enterprise. g,
The Minnesota Central Company have nearly comple-
ted the grading of'the line from Minneapolis to Faribault,
and eight or ten miles of the route are ready for the cars. ,
The bridges across the Mississippi and the mouth of the
Minnesota rivers, together with the road from St. Paul
and Minneapolis to Owatonna, or other point of junction
with the Winona and St. Peter railroad, will probably be |
ready for the passage of cars during the present year.
The Minnesota Valley Railroad has receive a new im-
petus, at the hands of its present enterprising proprietors.
The grading is in good condition for a distance of forty
miles from Mendota, and it is confidently expected that [
the road will be ready for business during the next season, |
from St. Paul and St. Anthony’s Falls, to Shakopee, a dis-
tance of twenty-five miles. Assurances are also given,
that no effort will be spared to reach Belle Plaine, without }
unavoidable delay, and that thereafter, this important link
of our railroad system will be continued with vigor, until
it shall have reached the southern boundary of the State,
and formed a connection through the Iowa lines, with the
Great Pacific route.
In this connection your attention is invited to the seventh
section of an Act of Congress, entitled ‘“An act for a grant )
“sof lands to the St‘tte of lowa in alternate sections, to aid
¢¢in the construction of a railroad in said State, approved |
¢May 12th, 1864,” which makes a further grant of four ‘f
additional alternate sections of land per mile, for the pur- 5
pose of aiding in the construction of a railroad from St.
Paul and St. Anthony via Minneapolis, to a convenient
point of junction west of the Mississippi to the southern
boundary of the State in the direction of the mouth of the
Big Sioux River.
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I respectfully suggest the acceptance of this grant, and
recommend that it be immediately appropriated to the
company .engaged in the construction of the Minnesota
Valley Railroad.

The main line of the St. Paul and Pacific Railroad, by
which communication will eventually be opened with the
rich mineral regions east of the Rocky Mountains, is part-

ly under contract, and fourteen miles of the route, connect- .

ing Minneapolis with Lake Minnetonka, will doubtless be
in successful operation during the present year.

The company have received from the State a valuable
grant of swamp lands, to aid in building a branch along
the Mississippi river from St. Paul to Winona, and reason-
ably look for such a combination of capital by the stock-
holders of other lines interested in its early construction,
as will enable them to fulfil their engagements.

The cars are now running upon the St. Paul and Pacific
branch read to Elk river, a distance of forty miles, and
the officers give assurance of the extension of the road to
St. Cloud or Watab, as early as transportation upon the
Mississippi will permit the importation of iron.

The track is graded and the ties are prepared between
the indicated points.

The franchises of this branch road have been forfeited
to the State in consequence of a non-compliance with the
provision of the charter which obligated the company to
build the road to St. Cloud by the first day of the present
month. In view of the many difficulties encountered by
the corporators, I recommend that a reasonable extension
of time be granted for the completion of the railway to
St. Cloud.

Negotiations are pending with English capitalists, which
it is hoped will result in the prompt construction of the
branch roads of this company, from Lake Superior via St.
Cloud, to Pembina and the conterminous possessions of
her Britannic Majesty.
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By an act of Congress, approved dJuly 2, 1864, a grant
of twenty alternate sections per mile upon either side of
the route, was made for the construction of the Northern
Paciﬁ_c Railroad, commencing on Lake Superior, and run-
ning on a line north of the forty-fifth degree of latitude to s
Puget’s Sound on the Pacific coast. ’

This munificent donation of lands has secured the atten- ;
tion of eastern capitalists, and a company is already or-
ganized to build this great thoroughfare between the two
oceans.

The Lake Superior and Mississippi Railroad Company,
to which the State has donated over seven hundred thou-
sand acres of swamp lands upon liberal conditions, and to

_ which a bonus of $250,000 has been pledged by the city

of Saint Paul, upon the completion of the road within
five years, has surveyed and commenced the grading of the ;
road.
By an act approved May 5, 1864, Congress granted to
the State of Minnesota, for the purpose of aiding in the ’g"
construction of a railroad in said State, from the city of |
St. Paul, to the head of Lake Superior, every alternate
section of public land of the United States, not mineral,
designated by odd numbers to the amount of five alternate
sections per mile on each side of the said railroad on the
line thereof, within the State of Minnesota, and I recom-
mend that you formally accept the donation.

It will become your duty to make such a disposition of !
this valuable grant as will secure the earliest practicable
railroad communication between the points indicated by
the act of Congress. The consummation of this project, is
of such vital importance to more than one half of our agri-
cultural interest, and it is so intimately blended with our
whole system of intercommunications, that serious delay
would be calamitous to the State. About forty thousand
operatives are engaged in lumbering and mining in the
upper lake region, who consume staple agricultural pro-

SO S
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-duets to the amount of between $3,000,000 and $4,000,000
annually.

The construction of the road in question would place this
valuable and increasing market in the hands of the farmers
of Minnesota. It would shorten the distance to eastern
markets three hundred miles, and would thereby save to the
producer a large per centage upon his labor, which is now
expended in the payment of exorbitant rates of transpor-
tation.

It would save a hke outlay upon 1mportat10ns, develop
the resources of our iron and copper regions on Lake Su-
perior, and infuse mew vigor into the commerce of our
State.

In addition to these advantages, the completion of this
road with its connections will ultimately unite the waters
of our great inland seas, by the shortest railroad route,
with those of the Pacific Ocean at San Francisco, and thus
secure for the State a high degree of prosperity.

The railroad to California is now in course of construc-
tion.

The Minnesota Valley and Iowa lines intended to connect
with it having received like liberal grants of land, it is
clearly for the interest of their proprietors that their respec-
tive railways be urged forward to speedy completion.

While Minnesota has not the wealth to contribute large-
ly to the construction of these great enterprises which are
destined within a short time to be the medium of a flour~
ishing commerce, it becomes her by harmony in her coun-
sels and unanimity of action to aid and encourage them by
such liberal legislation as may be required by her geograph-
ical position. "

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.

In compliance with an act passed by the Tast Legisla-
ture, I appointed Dr. Augustus H. Hanchette, State Geol-
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ogist, who accepted the appointment, but magnanimously -
declined any compensation for his services.

The sum set apart for geological explorations was insuf-
ficient to justify a gemeral examination of the extensive
mineral regions embraced within the limits of the State.

Only a portion of the lands on the north shore of Lake
Superior has been visited for that purpose, and the accom-
panying reports of the State Geologist, and of his assistant,
Thomas Clark, Esq., confirm the belief previously enter-
tained of the great mineral deposites to be found there,
and demonstrate the policy of their early development.
Rich beds of copper and iron ore, and slate of good quality
have been discovered, as well within a few miles of the
lake shore as further in the interior, and the projected line
of the Lake Superior and Mississippi Railroad passes
through a part of this mineral district. Wood and lime- ,
stone are abundant, and will furnish facilities for the man-
ufacture of iron; and the construction of the railroad to
the Mississippi river will render certain a combination of
capital for that object.

It is estimated that the rails and other iron fixtures for :
the railroads now projected or in process of construction
in this State, will cost at present rates twenty millions of
dollars, and if the manufacture of these articles can be ef-
fected in the State, the expenditure of several millions of
dollars would be saved to the railroad companies, while
our agricultural and other interests would be vastly bene-
fitted in connection with these operations. ‘

It is believed that a coal field of considerable extent ex- -
ists on the waters of the Upper Cottonwood, and an associa-
tion of our ciitzens is now engaged in solving the problem.

The parties interested are sanguine of a satisfactory re-
sult. Should coal be found in abundance, the State would
be incalculably ‘benefitted thereby, and those individuals
who have spent so much time and money in the enterprise, -
will have rendered a signal public service,
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. The comparatively limited examinations thus far made.
of the mineral region in Minnesota should be succeeded by:
a thorough scientific investigation, under the direction of the.

State authorities, but as the expense will amount to several

thousand dollars, it will be for you to determine whether or.
not the financial condition of the Treasury will justify im~

mediate action in the premises.

The progess of events will very soon require the estab-’
lishment of a port of entry at the head of I.ake Superior,:
and Irespectfully recommend that you memorializeCongress:

for a suitable appropriation to secure the necessary sulvey
and improvement of the harbor. :

It is matter of no httle congratulation among our fa,n'v
country-women that one of their number, Mrs. Mary J:
Colburn, of Hennepin county, has, notwithstanding the:

number of competitors, been awarded the premium for the

best pamphlet on the subject of immigration to the State.

of Minnesota. This production, together with the one to

which the second premium was adjudged, is now in

caurse of publication in pamphlet form, and as soon as the
$3,000 stipulated by the last Legislature shall be appro=-

puated will be distributed thlouOhout the eastern States,

and in Europe.

The number of votes cast at the recent State election af~
fords gratifying evidence of the increase in population; and:

there are other satisfactory indications of general thrift and

prosperity. Whatever can be done Gons1stent1y with,
proper economy to give publicity to such statistics as will-
tend to diffuse information with regard to our agricultural:
and mineral resources, and facilities for stock and wool;
growing, should receive your prompt attention, that the:
stream of immigration may be directed towards Minnesota.’

Thousands of American citizens in the border States dre

now rendered homeless by the war, and will remove to as-
great a distance from the scene of disturbance as possible;:
while the probablhtles of a large foreign immigration: axre-

3 ) td
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great. From these sources we may confidently expect an
important accession to the population of our State, if ju-
dieious measurcs are taken to ensure it.

"The opinions of the Attorney Generals of the State are
excecdulg]y valuable for rveference. and I suggest that pro-
vision be made for their publication in a comp‘wt form.

It is worthy of your consideration whether at this crisis’
in our financial affairs, money could not be saved to the
State by letting the public printing to the lowest vesponsi~
ble bidder, for a term of three or five years.

I commend to your attention Section 23, of Article IV..
of the Constitution of Minnesota, which requires the enact--
ment of a law by the Legislature, providing for the enu-
meration of the inhabitants of the State during the current
year.

In order to meet the expenses incident to the census I
recommend a coutinuance of the poll tax for one year.

Under the present system, our election officers are com-
posed entirely of men who belong to the party having a
majority in the respective election districts. I suggest .
such an amendment to the election law as will secure one
judge and cne clerk to the minority. T also recommend
the passage of a law closing all bars and saloons, and pro~
hibiting the sale of all intoxieating liquors during the day
on which any future election may be held within the State.

By an act of the Legislature, approved March 7, 1862,
ten thousand acres of swamp lands were appropriated for
the construction of a State road from Madelia, in Waton-
wan county, to a point on ‘the western boundary of the
State. In May last the commissioners named in the act,
filed a certificate that they had complied with the provis-
iens of thelaw.

- I appointed Hon. A. H. Bullis, of Rice county, an agent
on behauf of the State , with instructions to make a careful
examination of the improvement in question, and he re-
ported tl.e road as incomplete and impassable. '

. . . - . o
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I'.asl; for an appropuatlon of one hundred zmd ﬁfty dol-
Jars to pay the expenses of the above examination. -

I submit for your favorable consideration the report of
the directors of the Minnesota State Institute for the edu-
cation of the deaf mutes and blind of the State. In con-
sequence of the increased value of labor and all articles
necessary to the support of such an institution, an appro-
priation of five thousand dollars will be required to meet
the expenses of the current year. -

For the same reason I recommend the approprmtlon of
the increased amount requisite to the maintenance of the
State Prison, the estimate for which, together with the
report of the Inspectors and Warden, is herewith pre-
sented. , . .

An interesting report of the Attorney General, embrac-
ing the. criminal statistics of the State, is submitted for

your consideration, and I respectfully recommend the ap-

propriation of the contingent fund for which he asks.

The Department of the Interior having decided adveraely
to the State in regard to-the valuable school sections con-
tained within the limits of the Winnebago Trust Lands, I
recommend to your favorable attention the su‘fzsrcsﬁbné of
the Attorncy General in relation to that important m—
terest. :

I also suggest a revision of the Insurance laws at pres-‘
ent existing. Such laws as relate to foreign com panics ‘u’e
difficult of interpretation, and those relating to home com-"
panics are altogether too lax, and afford opportunities for
designing persons to perpetrate fraud.

It has become exceedingly difficult to secure a deposito-

ry for the ammunition belonging to the State, and I there-
fore recommend the appropriation of one thousand dollars,

or so much thereof as may be necessary, for the purchase’
of a suitable lot of ground in the vicinity of St. Paul, and -
the construction theleupon of a substantial powdcr maga~

ZlDC ,
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Some provision should soon be made for a State Arsenal,
and if practicable to accommodate in the same edifice the
State Historical Society.

Private claims against the State should be settlcd aceord-
ing to their respective merits. Tacking such claims to the
bill making appropriations for the support of the State
Government, which has been the practice heretofore, to a
greater or less extent, is fraught with evil, and should be
discontinued. T also suggest the propriety of submitting
all dppropriation bills to the executive at least three ddys
before the adjournment of the Legislature.

- I deem it my duty to call your attention to the msuﬁi-
cient -compensation of the State officers. Many of their
salaries were fixed when the cost of living was not one
half of what it now is, and they were slender enough even
then.

Al the officers, from the Secretary of State to the low-
est subordinate, should be paid a salary commensurate
Wlth the services rendered.

INDIAN AFFAIRS,

“The comparative security of our border citizens from the
incursions of the savages, was temporal ily disturbed by the
appearance of a few hostlle Sioux on the 11th of August
last, in the vicinity of Vernon, in Blue Earth County,and the
1_1_nprovoked murder by them of Messrs. Mack and Root,
two of the most respectable and prominent residents of that
county. The miscreants were pursued by a detachment of
cavalry and anumber of the State militia, but unfortunately
escaped deserved punishment. Much the lar ger part of the
United States forces in this Military District having been pre-
viously dispatched to re-enforce the column deuwnated for
operations against the Indians on the Upper Missouri, I
deemed it proper, as savages singly or in small parties
were occasionally discovered along the line south of the
Minnesota river, to organize and employ several detach-
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tents of mounted minute men to appease the alarm and
ensure the safety of the panic-stricken settlers. These
parties were under the command of Col. B. F. Smith, of
Mankato. By arrangement between General Sibley, com-
manding the District, andmyself, the State forces underCol.
Smith, and the United States troops under Lieut. Col. Pfaend-
er; were instructedtoco-operatein guardingthe frontier, and
those officers are entitled to much eredit for the harmony and
activity displayed in the discharge of the responsible duties
imposed upon them. On the return to the District of the
Brigade from the Missouri, the State forces were imme-
tliately disbanded. .

" The Teton and a part of the Yanktonnais bands of Sioux
combined to oppose the march of the forces under Brig.
Gen. Sully into their country west of the Missouri, and
were defeated by him with a heavy loss in warriors, dnd
of large stores of subsistence, clothing and camp equipage.
It is Delieved that this blow, with the severe chastisements
heretofore inflicted on the hostile Sioux, will expedite a
cessation of hostilities on their part, as several of the chiefs
have already signified to Generals Sully and Sibley their
desire for a restoration of friendly relations with the Gov-
ernment. The return of peace with these savages will be
a great blessing to our State, which has suffered so severe-
1y since the outbreak of 1862, not only from the massacre
of so many of her citizens, and the vast destruction of prop-
erty, but by the apprehensions of further raids by the hos-
tile Indians, which have deterred immigration to the rich
border counties.

.Three of our citizens resident in the valley of the St.
Croix have been barbarously murdered by individuals of
the Chippewa tribe within a few months, Two of the per-
petrators are reliably reported to have committed suicide
after their detection, thus anticipating the penalties of the
law. The remaining criminal is still at large, having fled
to a remote portion of the country, Many complaints
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have been made of depredations and annoyance suffered
by the settlers from Indians of the same band, at various
‘points along the border, and it is evident that the presence
of a strong military force can alone prevent serious dis-
turbances, if not open hostilities, as the greater portion of
the. numerous sub-divisions of the Chippewas are notori-
ously disaffected and inimical to the government. This
evil disposition is fostered and encouraged by the traffic in
spirituous liquors, which is carried on by villainous white
men among them, notwithstanding the stringent laws on
our statute book against it.

- Taking into the account the panic-stricken condition of
our people in 1862—the great extent of our frontier ever
since exposed to savage raids—the length of the marches
necessary to veach the murderous tribes of Indians, and
the nature of the country through which they ever retire
before our advancing forces, I believe that the military au-
thorities of the department and of the district have fulfilled
the reasonable expectations of the people, and merit their
approbation. But the great obstacles to the total subju-
gation of the several Sioux bands who continue hostile,
are to be found in their being allowed a refuge from the
pursuit of our troops on British soil, and in the additional
fact that the traders and half-breeds, who are subjects of
her Britannic Majesty, are permitted unrestrained inter-
course with the savages on our side of the linc, and indeed
traverse the country to the Missouri and beyond it at will,
for trading and hunting purposes. It is for the interest
of these men that the war between our government and the
Indians should continue, as they meanwhile secure to
themselves all the advantages of the trade with the latter,
and their great influence is therefore persistently usedvith
all the northern tribes in fomenting disaffection and en-
couraging hostilities against the Americans. This stato of
things should no longer be permitted, and I invite your
early and energetic co-operation in appealing through our.
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delegation in Congress to the national authorities for the':
prompt action requisite to guard Minnesota from the
calamities of a prolonged Indian war. The British Gov- .
ernment should be required to station a sufficient body of
troops along the boundary to enforce the neutrality of their
territory, or permit the refugee savages to be pursued by
our troops wherever they may go; and the military com-".
mander of this district should be instructed to expel all':
British traders and hunters from the Indian country within -
the United States, which he is not now authorized to do.
Minnesota is deeply interested in the policy of the Gov--
ernment so far as it concerns the management, and future .
disposition of the Indian tribes of the Northwest. Kxpe-
rience has fully demonstrated the impossibility of main- -
taining peace with them, so long as they are allowed to -
Yemain in close proximity to the white settlements. Too -
often ill treated and defrauded by unprineipled white men, .
they vetaliate by the commission of depredations upon in- -
nocent settlers, which culminate at lenglth in murders and
open warfare. The whole Indian system should be re- -
modeled, not only for the security of the advancing settle-
ments, but for the good of the Indians themselves. The
plan proposed by Brig. Gen. Sibley in his published dis- -
patch to Major General Pope, dated August 12, 1864,
commends itself to my judgment, as the best and most
feasible one that can bLe adopted. He recommends the
concentration of all the Sioux Indians, as rapidly as they
submit to the Federal authority, at Devil’s Lake, a remote
region lying midway between the Missomri River and the
British boundary, under the immediate charge of a milita-
ry commander, with a strong force of troops at his dispo-
sal; and a like assemblage of the Chippewas on some distant-
reservation where the land is good, and where they can
subsist themselves mainly by their own labor under mili-~
tary surveillance. ~ His policy would free our whole bor-
der line from further fear of molestation by the savages,- -
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and give a powerful impetus to immigration. It is true
that it would necessitatea re-attachment of the Indian Bu-
reau to the War Department, to which in my opinion it
properly appertains. Should these views meet with your
concurrence, I suggest the propriety of your memorializing
Congress to provide by law for the modification specified.
The present system of treaty making has been the prolific
cause of the alienation of the Northwestern tribes from
the government, having been attended by the perpetration
of gross frauds upon them by many of the agents, traders
and contractors who have appropriated a great share of the
money due the Indians, in defiance of justice and right.
The deplorable scenes of outrage through which our VVest-
ern settlements have passed since August, 1862, are more

or less directly traceable to the dissatisfaction occasioned

among the Sioux by the non-fulfillment of treaty stipula--

tions on the part of the government, and the non-payment

of the money claimed astheir due. As it is desirable that

the truth of history should be vindicated in everythjncr_
connected with that mournful episode, I suggest the pro-
priety of your making an official request to (Jongress for.

the appointment of a committee to investigate the affairs
of the Indian Department in this State, and the Territory
of Dakota, with a view to place on record all the facts

which have tended to produce that outburst of brutal vio-.
lence, which involved so many of our citizens in destruc--
tion. The investigation should also include a thorough.
examination into the expenditure of the vast sums of.
money disbursed in the removal of the Sioux and Winne-
bago Indians, to Fort Thompson in 1863, and of their
maintenance and government since their arrival at that.
rendezvous, as many of these marauders have been suffer-.

ed to return to their old haunts to the great annoyance and-

detriment of the settlers.

. There are doubtless among the Unlted States adents;-

a,n.d._the traders, honorable 4;ud upright men, who would re-.

)
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jotés ‘at-an investigation which would clear them from sus- -
pﬁo’n and ﬁx the guilt upon the parties Justly respon51- B

MILITARY AFFAIRS.

,One year afro serious  apprehensions were entertamed._,
that'a continuance of the war, and a future call for tr 00pS, - ‘
Would ﬁnd the State unable to furnish more than one, or ..
atmosttwo thousand men in addition to her previous. .
heavy contributions. To-that 0floomy prediction, she pre-

sents the following patriotic response, (the statement in- -

cludes eleven: months ending on the first ultimo) :

Reeruits, - - - - - - - - 4,340
Re-enlisted veterans,. - - - - - - 1,443
Substltutes, - - - - - - R s (i
Total volunta,ry enlistments, =~ - - - - 5,893 -
Add dra.fted men credited, - - - - - 1,806
"""" Makmg inall, = - - 7,699
Niftmber of men furmshed prevxous to J ‘anuary: 1 1864, - ~ 12,705: *
Total number contributed by the State from the commencement -
~of the war to December 1, 1864, -~ - - 20,404
The agpregate indebtedness of the State upon all the calls of the
President to December 1, 1864,y - - 21,4427
Lezwmv ‘an-apparent: dehmency p1ev1ous to the Iate call, of - 1,048

This deficit is chargeable to the default, or desertion’ of

about eleven hundred conscripts in July last; and at pres-

ent pertaius to a suspended account which embraces simi- "
lat' delinquencies in all the loyal States of the Union.

‘While this base and' cowardly conduct on the part of & -
small portion of our people is deeply humiliating to every -
loyal citizen, it is quite improbable that substitutes will
be exacted unless a general draft be ordered for-the pur~-
pose of making good the corresponding deficiency through-

out the country.

In this connection I suggest- an amendment to- the Con-
stitution of the State, attaching the high penalties of dis-
franchisement and confiscation to- the crime of desertion.

4
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The enlisted man or conscript, who will not yield obes

dience to the law of the land and render due support to the
Government of the country, should forfeit the protection
of the former and be deprived of any participation in the
Tatter. o

In compliance with an act of the last Legislature for the
relief of the sick and disabled soldiers, I have at brief in-

tervals dispatched seven Commissioners, six of whom were:
physicians, to the aid of our enlisted men who were lan-

guishing and suffering, away from their homes. I have.
also appointed permanent agents to minister to the wants

of our invalids in the hosplmls at Washington, St. Louis,:
Louisville and Memphis. The Agents at VVashm’gton and
' Memphls are citizens of B “%Lnnesom, and with a  devotion-
worthy of all praise are dlscharomrr the duties of the posis
tion without fee or reward. Huncheds of our enlisted men’

have been relieved or restored to their friends through the
o>

instrumentality of the special act referred to and I recoms="
mend the. appropriation of $5,000 for the support of & hka_l

agency during the present year.

The sum of 3300 of State funds entrusted to Dr. E. B.-
Etheridge, to be expended. for the benefit of our soldiers
in Arkausas, having been stolen from him at Duvall’s Bluff,

I recommend that the amount be replaced.” )
. Persistent efforts have been made to procure the location

of a general hospital within the State, but the unocertainty of-
transportation. for our diseased and wounded soldiers has’
decided the point against us ; the Department has, howev--
er, provided a commodious building, with a special wiew: "
to the accommodation of the invalids of anesota, aﬁ

Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin.

A Dounty and pension agency  has been estabhshed'i
through the Adjutant General of the State, and the Sani-".
tary Commission at Washington, by which all the business -
of “our soldiers or their heirs may be- transacted with the

War Depcutment without expense.
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“Yn view of the great additional labor and responsibility
thereby devolved upon that bureau, I recommend that a
reasonable addition be made to the salary of the AdJutant _
General and his subordinates.

- .T took the precaution to dispatch the Commissioners to
receive the soldiers’ votes fifty-three days previous to the -
late election, and as early as the local nominations could
be communicated to the Secretary of State. But the iso- -
lation of the army in Georgia, and the rapid movements

-of the command of Gen. Smith, through the interior of
Arkansas and fMissouri, resulted in-the disfranchisement
of five Minnesota regiments, and of many officers and men -
who were upon detached duty.

To secure our soldiers against so great a wrong in the-
future, I recommend that provision be made for the ap-
pointment of four reserve Commissioners, who, upon ex~ -
traordinary occasions, may be promptly placed upon duty
by the Executive. And I also recommend the passage of
an act which shall enable such men in the army and navy
of the United States, as may be upon detached service, to
send their respective ballots mnder proper restrictions and

regulations to the judges of election in the respective
towns, wards or districts, where they severally resided at .
the time of their enlistment.

I respectfully suggest the propriety of an act increasing
the per-centage of our State tax for the specific purpose of
providing per capita, for the actual sufferers among the
families of our soldiers, daring the winter months of each
year. Much is being acoomphshcd in this direction by
our sanitary and aid sccieties, but in many parts of the
State no effectual method has been adopted to supply the
wants of this specially deserving class. To ensure assis-
tance to all the necessitous, I submit the plan of State aid
for your consideration.

My worthy predecessor accepted on behalf of the State
a proposition which gave to about sixty of the fallen heroes
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-of the First. Minnesota Regiment, .a resting.place in the
.' Soldiers’ National Cemetery at Gretts ysburg. 1 rec mend
the appropuatlon of nme hundr ed dollars, or- so..much
thereof as may be necessary, to pay the expenses there’vby
-incurred.

- It is perhaps unnecessary for me to assure you that such
- lealslanon as you may deem necessary e1ther to honor the
_memory of the dead, or add to the comfozc of the hvmg of
- the 20,000 soldiers of Minnesota who have taken ‘the field
+ to contend for the maintenance of the Umon and the Con-
~:stitution, will receive my cordial co-operatlon Durmg
- the present war with rebels in arms these noble' men:haye

V gamed for their State a brilliant reputatlon. : They have
-always been found in the front ranks in the battle- field
_when victory perched on our banners, while in dlsaster,
Minnesota troops have been mainly relied upon to  check
..the pursuing enemy, and cover the march of the. retreatmg
~columns. Amid the din of conflict, as well as in the expo-
.sure of unhealthy encampments, in the. ﬁeld and in the
- hospital, they have displayed that heroism and fortitude

which entitle them to rank among the bravest soldlels
.of the Republic. The series of successes achieved by
- the Federal armies within the past few months, to which

our regiments have greatly contributed, will surely culmi-
-nate in the restoration of the authority of the Government
" over the seceding States—in blessings to ourselves and our

posterity—and in the encouragement of the friends of con-
 stitutional liberty throughout the world.

Unfortunately these results have already cost, and. Wﬂl
_probably cost in the future, the lives of many of our best
_men. Wilkin and Smith and Skaro and Stasson and Bax-

ter and ‘White, with a thousand other gallant Minnesotians

equally worthy of particular mention, have sealed with
 their blood, their devotion to the cause of their country
. We profoundly mourn their loss, but we have reason for
-graitude that the precious sacrifice has not been made 4n




. Wain.. «When bistory * shall. malke,up heteafter, s wotrect
and 1mpart1a1 .record -of -this, the greatest; civil  warthe
world has known, the memory - ‘of :the .martyss to freedom
‘,,Wlﬂ_ be embalmed for the admiration of coming generations.
& . While qur military; triumphs.-have. sucgeeded each other
5o rapidly, diffusing joy and gladness among-the loyal mil-
“lons of our countrymen, a civic victory of no less impog-
tange and significance has:been won. The sublime specta-
cle has been presented to the:worldy of s gréat, ‘hgtion,
while waging an intestine war of vast‘dmlensmns deciding
peaceably 'md quietly at the polls, the_iqllestlon as to whom
should be committed the conduct of its affairs. Scheming
politicians sympathizing with treason, endeavored to de-
feat the national will, and dismember the Republic, by
dishonorably arrogating to thémselves the name and pres-
tige of a former great political organization, with a view to
seduce its patriotic members to their support. But the ob-
ject of the conspirators was timely discovered, and their
evil designs unveiled to the public gaze. The silent ballot
box placed its seal of condemnation upon the leaders of
the unholy movement, and consigned them to merited
oblivion or infamy.

The verdict which has placed Abraham Lincoln in the
Presidential chair for a second term, has been cheerfully
acquiesced in by a great majority of his opponents, and a
now united North has come forth from the perilous contest,
more than ever determined to subdue the traitors in arms,
who have dared to strike at the national existence. The .
result of this political struggle has spread dismay into the
ranks of the rebels, and among their co-laborers abroad.

The destruction of slavery existing in the Southern
States may reasonably be regarded as certain of speedy ac-
complishment, and it is a signal instance of righteous retri-
bution, that the revolt against the Federal authorities, un-
dertaken with the avowed purpose of perpetuating and ex-
tending the accursed institution, is likely to become the
very instrument of its utter overthrow.
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¢ Freedom o all of every color and race, within the limits
of the.United States, will.be hailed by every lover of his

country,.as s sure presage that the American Union, re. "

newed, strengthened and purified, will emerge from the
perils that threatened it, and be led by the ‘guidance of &

- kind Proyidence, to.a career of unprecedented prosperity

and grandeur. - -
e o - STEPHEN MILLER.
- .St Paul, January 4, 1865.. '






